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subjects; the chief of Rajpipla exercising powers of life and death
with jurisdiction over British subjects, except in the case of capital
offences by the latter, for the trial of which the Political Agent's sanc-
tion is required ; and the Agency courts of the Assistant Political Agent
and the Political Agent of the five second-class States. Theft, hurt,
mischief, and offences against excise and forest laws are the commonest
forms of crime. Balasinor is at present under British management
owing to the minority of the chief; and of the five minor estates'
Sanjeli, Umeta, and Narukot are similarly administered.

Except such portions as they have alienated, the Rewa Kantha lands
belong to the chiefs. The heads of the larger estates take no share in
the actual work of cultivation; some small chieftains, whose income is
barely enough to meet their wants, have a home farm tilled by their
servants; and proprietors (tahikdars) whose estates are too small to
lease have no resource but to till their own land. Save that they have
to pay no part of their produce to superior holders, men of this class
do not differ from ordinary cultivators.

To collect the land revenue, the large States are distributed into
talukaS) each under a commandant (tMnaddr\ who, besides police and
magisterial duties1, has, as collector of the revenue, to keep the
accounts of his charge, and, except where middle-men are employed,
to collect rents from the villagers. Under the thanadars one or more
accountants (taldtis) are generally engaged. In the petty Mehwas
estates the proprietors themselves perform the duties of both thdnaddr
and talati. In the small estates under direct British management the
revenue is collected by officers known as attachers or iaptiddrs. Rewa
Kantha villages belong to two main classes : State villages held and
managed by the chiefs, and private villages alienated or granted under
some special arrangement. Private villages are of six varieties:
granted (mam), held under an agreement (patdvat\ given as a sub-
sistence (jtvarakli), temple (devasthdii), charitable (dharmada), and
held at a fixed rent (udhad). In State lands the form of assessment
varies from the roughest billhook or plough cess to the elaborate
system in force in British territory. The former ranges from 4 annas
to Rs. 20, and the latter from annas 4^ to Rs. 25 per acre, The crop-
share system prevails in parts of Balasinor, Sunth, and the petty estate
of Chudesar, and in the alluvial lands of Mandwa in the Sankheda
Mehwas. The form of assessment levied from the rudest and most
thriftless BhTls and Kolls, who till no land, consists of cesses known as
ddtardi,, pdni^ koddli^ &c. From those a degree better off, who are
able to keep bullocks, a plough tax is levied. Among some of the
more settled and intelligent communities a rough form of the separate

1 In the States mentioned as being nndei  the direct management of the British
Government, thanadars have no police and magisterial powers.